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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: NATIONAL UNION SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS CONGRESS 

1. SUMMARY: NATIONAL UNION SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS OPENED 
ANNUAL CONGRESS JULY 8. COMING 15 MONTHS AFTER BANNING OF 
8 LEADERS, HIGHLY LIKELY CONGRESS WILL ENDORSE LESS 
VOCAL ROLE FOR COMING YEAR. END SUMMARY. 

2. NATIONAL UNION SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS (NUSAS) OPENED 
ANNUAL CONGRESS JULY 8 IN PIETERMARITZBURG. APPROXIMATELY 
90 DELEGATES FROM THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNIVERSITIES 
ATTENDING ONE WEEK MEETING HEARD KEYNOTE SPEAKER DR. MANAS 
BUTHELEZI TELL THEM THEY SYMBOLIZED "BOTH THE UGLY PRESENT 
AND POSSIBLE FUTURE HERITAGE OF SOUTH AFRICA." (AIRGRAM 
FOLLOWS). INCUMBENT PRESIDENT CHARLES NUPEN EXPRESSED 
OPINION IN HIS PUBLIC REMARKS AND PRIVATELY TO CONGEN 
OFFICER IN ATTENDANCE THAT NUSAS MUST TURN ATTENTION 
INWARD. IT MUST ANALYZE SUPPORTIVE ROLE OF UNIVERSITY AS 
INSTITUTION OF WHITE MINORITY RULE AND ATTEMPT TO RAISE 
LEVEL OF AWARENESS AMONG MAJORITY OF APATHETIC STUDENTS 
ABOUT THEIR ROLE IN SOCIETY. 
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3. BY MARGIN OF ONE VOTE CONGRESS AGREED ESTABLISH 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON "WAR" TO EXAMINE STATUS CURRENT 
HOSTILITIES ON NORTHERN BORDER. RATIONALE FOR ESTABLISHMENT 
WAS THAT IF HOSTILITIES ESCALATED STUDENTS MIGHT FIND SELVES 
FORCED TO DEFEND APARTHEID THROUGH ACTUAL FIGHTING. 

4. COMMENT: COMING 15 MONTHS AFTER BANNING OF 8 NUSAS 
LEADERS, CONGRESS SEEN BY BOTH NATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND 
MOST DELEGATES AS OPPORTUNITY REDEFINE GOALS. ORGANIZATIONAL 
STRUCTURES AND ACTIVITIES. APPEARS HIGHLY LIKELY NUSAS 
WILL ADOPT LESS VOCAL ROLE DURING COMING YEAR. NUPEN'S 
STATEMENTS FOLLOW SUCCESSFUL PRE-CONVENTION NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP MEETING WHICH, ACCORDING ONE PARTICIPANT, 

WAS NOTABLE FOR ABSENCE OF BICKERING AND IN-FIGHTING. 

WHETHER CONGRESS ITSELF WILL AVOID INTERMINABLE DEBATES 
ON MINOR ISSUES AND ACHIEVE BROAD CONSENSUS IS PROBLEMATIC. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF WAR COMMITTEE IS INDICATION OF 
CONCERN AMONG STUDENTS BUT SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN AS SIGN 
OF INCIPIENT ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT. 
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